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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/23/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,9,14 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The Examiner thanks the Applicant 
for the timely response. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1,3,9,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

i. Atick (US 6,1 11,517 A) in view of 

ii. Hochstein (US 5,012,392). 

Regarding claim 1, Atick discloses an object recognition system (Title, Abstract, 
col. 1 lines 16-18, col. 2 line 14-col. 3 line 7) comprising: a camera 150 configured to 
capture said image of said human face illuminated by said visible light source (col. 3 
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lines 4-7, col. 4 line 1); and a computer configured to compare data representative of 
said light-corrected image to stored image data (fig. 2 250, col. 5 lines 1 1-30). 

Atick does not expressly disclose a visible light source; a light source controller 
configured to provide a substantially continuously variable control of an illumination level 
of said visible light source in response to ambient light on a human face to adjust 
contrast on said human face to capture a light-corrected image thereof. 

Hochstein discloses a camera illumination means (fig. 1) comprising a visible 
light source 36; a light source controller 40 configured to provide a substantially 
continuously variable control of an illumination level of said visible light source in 
response to ambient light on a human face to adjust contrast on said human face to 
capture a light-corrected image thereof (fig. 1, 2, 5, col. 3 lines 13-16, 29-49, col. 4 lines 
10-16, claim 1). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify the object recognition system taught by Atick to 
further employ a dynamic illumination means for illuminating an object as taught by 
Hochstein in order to provide object illumination for varying situations (col. 2 lines 59- 
62). 

Regarding claim 3, Hochstein discloses the object recognition system of claim 1, 
wherein said light source controller comprises a light sensor 36, and wherein said light 
source controller is configured to control an illumination level of said visible light source 
in response to a level of ambient light imparted on said light sensor (fig. 5, col. 4 lines 
10-29). 
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Regarding claim 9, Atick as viewed (refer to the rejection of claim 1 ) discloses a 
method of illuminating a human face in an object recognition system, said method 
comprising: providing a substantially continuously variable control of an illumination 
level of a visible light source in response to ambient light on said human face to adjust 
contrast on said human face to capture a light-corrected image thereof. 

Regarding claim 14, Atick as viewed (refer to the rejection of claim 1) discloses a 
method of controlling access of a person to a secure area, said method comprising: 
detecting an ambient light level on a face of said person; in response to detecting said 
ambient light, providing a substantially continuously variable control of an illumination 
level for said face, the illumination level sufficient to achieve contrast on said face to 
capture an image thereof; illuminating said face at said illumination level; operating a 
camera to capture an image of at least a portion of said face; comparing data 
representative of said image to stored image data; and allowing access of said person 
to said secure area in response to said comparing of said image to said stored image 
data (Atick fig. 3B 355, col. 3 line 49-col. 4 line 2, col. 6 lines 13-30 - access to secure 
area being access to a restricted computer system area). 

5. Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

i. Atick(US6,111,517A)inviewof 

ii. Hochstein (US 5,012,392) 

as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of 

iii. Morrow (US 2,913,636). 



Application/Control Number: 10/666,261 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2622 

Regarding claim 4, Atick in view of Hochstein as viewed does not expressly 
disclose the object recognition system of claim 3, wherein said light source controller 
comprises a switch and wherein said level of said ambient light imparted on said light 
sensor controls a state of said switch to control said illumination level of said light 
source. 

Morrow discloses said light source controller (fig. 1) comprises a switch 31 and 
wherein said level of said ambient light imparted on said light sensor 10 controls a state 
of said switch 31 to control said illumination level of said light source (col. 1 lines 34-36, 
col. 2 lines 21-28). Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to construct the light source controller taught by Atick in 
view of Hochstien, as taught by Morrow because it is functionally equivalent. 

Regarding claim 5, Morrow discloses the object recognition system of claim 4, 
wherein said controller further comprises at least one relay 33, and wherein said state of 
said switch controls a state of said at least one relay to control said illumination level of 
said light source (col. 1 lines 34-36, col. 2 lines 21-28). 

Regarding claim 6, Morrow discloses the object recognition system of claim 4, 
wherein said controller further comprises a dimmer (col. 2 lines 43-45), and wherein 
said state of said switch controls a resistance of said dimmer to control said illumination 
level of said light source (col. 1 lines 34-36, col. 2 lines 21-28). 
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Regarding claim 7, Morrow discloses the object recognition system of claim 4, 
wherein said switch comprises a transistor (fig. 1, col. 1 lines 14-15). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PAUL SAUNDERS whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3319. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/PS/ 
9/5/2008 



/Ngoc-Yen T. VU/ 
upervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
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